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FAMILY TIME

Jews don’t icefish — or do they?
A grandson’s question about the beloved
Minnesota tradition leads to a great story
By TED WEINBERG
(Editor’s Note: In 2011, the author’s
10-year-old grandson, Nate, who lives
in Chicago, asked his grandfather if he
icefished. The author initially said no,
but after reconsidering the question,
he penned this e-mail to his grandson.)
Dear Nate: You had asked me if I
icefished and I replied, “Our people
do not icefish.” Well, I got to thinking
last week that it might be interesting to
learn more about the sport, so I dressed
up warm and walked down to Cedar
Lake to check things out.
There was a man who had just finished chopping a 16-inch hole in the
ice, which was about six inches thick.
He was an old man, about 80 years
old, and was having trouble putting
a seven-inch sucker minnow on his
hook. I offered to help and soon we
began to lower the minnow into the
dark, ice-cold water.
The man’s name, he told me, was
Abe and he had been fishing for
this monster northern for the last
10 years. He had hooked him several
times and lost the battle each time
due to exhaustion, or a broken line
or rod.
It was about five minutes and the
seven-inch minnow started to shake
nervously. Soon the shaking stopped
and the line began to pull. Abe told me
to grab the line because of the leather
gloves I was wearing and to tighten
my grip to set the hook. I jerked on
the line and it felt like I had hooked
something on the bottom.
The thing on the bottom began moving and shaking violently,
side to side. We were losing line

rapidly so I tightened my grip as
the line began to cut into my leather
gloves. We were almost out of line
when the pulling stopped and I
thought the line had snapped. Sadly, I
began to retrieve the line only to find
it had something heavy still there and
I was excited again.
Abe was instructing me and kept
saying that he was a monster and
if we had any chance of landing

“Wow!” I said to Abe. “What a
monster!”
I asked Abe to pull off my gloves
as I switched hands in order to keep
pressure on the line. Then, I reached
into the icy water to grab the monster’s
gills with both hands. I pulled harder
than I ever thought my frozen hands
and arms were capable, and I slid the
45-inch monster onto the ice.
Abe and I both agreed that the
fish must be returned to the water
immediately if it was to survive
and Abe offered to take a photo of
me holding the monster, which he

Courtesy of Camp Ramah Doram

Ted Weinberg created an imagined icefishing experience on Cedar
Lake in St. Louis Park for his 10-year-old grandson.

him, it would take a long time to really tire him out. Well, 45 minutes
later, he began to pull less and I was
able to retrieve most of the line. Abe
kept saying, “Take your time, he’s not
ready yet.”
It was 4 p.m. and the wind had
picked up. It was really getting cold.
I began to pull the fish up toward the
opening of the hole, which had begun
to freeze up, when I looked down and
saw him.

did. I slid the fish back into the water
and began to revive it until he gave a
snap of his tail and dove into the
depths again.
I was freezing, as was Abe, and I
offered to treat him to some hot coffee. But Abe said to me, “It’s Friday
and I must get home for Shabbat
dinner before sunset.” I told him I
understood.
Moral of the story: Grandpa was
wrong, our people do icefish.

The session is titled “Judaism in a
Bubbie/Zayda Tote Bag: A Program
for Jewish Grandparents with Interfaith Grandchildren.”
The workshop, led by Barbara
Rudnick, M.A., will focus on how

grandparents can share their Jewish
beliefs, traditions and rituals in a fun,
respectful and nonthreatening way.
For information and to register
by March 18, call 952-542-4825 or
e-mail: brudnick@jfcsmpls.org.

Eisner’s Klezmorim to host Purim party
A Purim Party at Pepito’s Parkway
Theater, featuring Eisner’s Klezmorim, will take place 3 to 4:30 p.m.
Sunday, March 8 at the theater, 4814
Chicago Ave. S., Minneapolis.
The afternoon’s emcee will be
Jeffrey Richman and live klezmer
music will be performed by Eisner’s
Klezmorim. Special guests will be
comedienne Josette Andomarchi, Lisa
Albrecht performing Jewish shtik,
Jimi, Jimi, Jimi the dancing pirate,
and more.
Attendees are encouraged to come
in costume, be the characters of the
story, sing, dance and eat special treats.
The audience will be led through the

Children ages 12 to 17 throughout
the Southeast United States who
have been diagnosed with autism
spectrum disorder (ASD) now have
a special Jewish summer camp
with a supportive environment that
encourages social interaction and
personal growth.
Beginning this summer, Camp
Ramah Darom in Clayton, Ga., will
offer a new Tikvah program with two
four-week summer experiences designed specifically for ASD campers.

Jewish Disability
Awareness Month

Series to focus on Jewish grandparents
Jewish Family and Children’s
Service of Minneapolis (JFCS)
will conclude its educational series
aimed at interfaith families 6:30
p.m. Wednesday, March 25 at JFCS,
13100 Wayzata Blvd., Minnetonka.

Atlanta Jewish camp
welcomes children with
autism spectrum disorders

wacky skit with the script on
the screen, and some will have
a chance to be onstage.
Tickets are $10 in advance
(available through Brown
Paper Tickets) or $12 at the
door on the day of show; $5
for seniors and low income;
and free for children younger
than 12. Special group rates
are available for five or more
people.
For information, visit:
www.brownpapertickets.
com, www.EisnersKlez
morim.com or: theparkway
theater.com.
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Pepito’s Parkway Theater and Eisner’s
Klezmorim will host a Purim party on
March 8.

Camp Ramah Darom’s Tikvah
Program will be the first program in
the Southeast focused on providing a
traditional, immersive, Jewish summer camping experience to teenagers
with autism spectrum disorder. The
program will be “fully integrated
into a community that is steeped
in Jewish celebration, learning and
ritual,” according to a press release.
“The Tikvah program will enhance the entire camp, enabling us
to teach our campers by experience
what a truly inclusive Jewish community can look like and inspire
them to bring that model home to
their schools and synagogues,” said
Camp Ramah Darom Director Geoffrey Menkowitz.
Dr. Audra Kaplan, a clinical
psychologist, is director of the new
program. Campers will benefit from
the small group focus and counselors
who come from a variety of disci-

Camp Ramah Darom in Clayton,
Ga., will offer a new Tikvah program designed specifically for
campers with autism spectrum
disorder.

plines, including college students
majoring in special education and
language therapy.
“When campers can participate
within their own atmosphere, it
creates a powerful experience for
them and they return home with a
new level of maturity,” Kaplan said.
With the new program, Ramah
Darom will build upon its nationally
recognized Camp Yofi, a five-day
camp for families of children with
ASD. Ramah Darom is also expanding the reach of the national Ramah
Tikvah Network of programs that
serve Jewish children, teens and
young adults with a variety of disabilities — including Camp Ramah
in Wisconsin.
For information, visit: www.
campramahdarom.org.

Healthy Youth-Healthy
Communities conference
planned for March 15
Jewish Family and Children’s development and success.
The conference is free and open to
Service of Minneapolis (JFCS) will
host the eighth annual Healthy Youth- anyone interested in raising healthy
Healthy Communities Conference youth, including parents, educators,
clergy, youth workers
12:30 to 5 p.m. Sunday,
and professionals. It will
March 15 at Mount Zion
feature sessions led by
Temple, 1300 Summit Ave.,
experts on the social and
St. Paul.
emotional wellness of
Eugene C. Roehlkeparadolescents, as well as
tain, Ph.D., vice president of
resources for families and
research and development
professionals.
at the Minneapolis-based
For information and
Search Institute, will presto register, visit: www.
ent “Connecting Beyond the
jfcsmpls.org, or contact
Cliché: When Caring Isn’t
Danielle Livon-Bemel,
Enough.” Search Institute’s Roehlkepartain
community youth speciallatest research highlights
ist, at 952-542-4865 or:
key dimensions of relationships in families, schools and other set- dlivonbemel@jfcsmpls.org.
tings that contribute to young people’s

Drizzle white chocolate on cookies
• DOUGH / from page 9
To make the cookies:
Preheat the oven to 400 degrees.
Dust your work surface with powdered sugar or flour to keep dough
from sticking. Roll the dough to about
1/4-inch thick.
Using a round cookie cutter, cut
out and place onto cookie sheet. To
keep the dough from sticking to your
cutter, dip in powdered sugar or flour
before each cut.
Fill cookies with nutella, milk
chocolate chips or mocha cream
cheese filling.

Bake for 7-9 minutes. Allow cookies
to cool completely.
To assemble the mocha chocolate hamantashen, top with crushed
chocolate-covered espresso beans or
a dusting of instant espresso.
To assemble triple chocolate hamantashen, use a fork or a small plastic
squeeze bottle to drizzle white chocolate sauce back and forth on cookies.
Allow to dry completely on a cooling
rack before serving or packaging.
***
Shannon Sarna is editor of The
Nosher blog on MyJewishLearning.com.

